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Lockdowns have killed millions

Over the course of this pandemic I have often wished that Hans Rosling was still

alive. For those who are unaware, he was a medical doctor and a professor at

Karolinska Institutet who had a particular interest in global health and development.

In 2012, Time magazine declared him one of the 100 most in�uential people in the

world.

During the last few months of his life, in 2017, he wrote an excellent book called

“Factfulness”, that summed up most of his thinking, and described how many of the

things people “know” about the world are completely wrong. Hans Rosling is

something of a hero of mine, and if he was still alive, I’m sure he would have

contributed to bringing som sanity to the current situation. With his global

in�uence, I think people would have listened.
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Two of Hans Rosling’s former colleagues at Karolinska Instituet, professor Anna-

Mia Ekström and professor Stefan Swartling Peterson, have gone through the data

from UNICEF and UNAIDs, and come to the conclusion that least as many people

have died as a result of the restrictions to �ght covid as have died of covid directly.

And while almost all the people who have died of covid have died in rich countries

and been old, the vast majority of people who have died of lockdown have died in

poor countries and been young. This means that the number of years of life lost to

lockdown is many times greater than the number of years of life lost to covid-19 (as

I’ve written about on this blog previously).

The speci�c causes of death are malnutrition, caused by shutting down the global

economy, lack of vaccination, caused by shutting down childhood vaccination

programs, and treatable diseases like tuberculosis and HIV, that have been

prioritized down as a result of e�orts to �ght covid-19.

These unintended consequences of the e�orts to �ght covid have caused the rate of

childhood deaths to increase in 2020 for the �rst time in decades. The two

professors also note that rates of childhood marriage and of teen pregnancy and

abortion have increased signi�cantly as a result of taking children out of school.

They have been interviewed about their �ndings on SVT, the Swedish public

broadcaster. If you speak Swedish, you can watch a documentary that discusses their

conclusions here.

I have to say, I’m very impressed with SVT for producing this documentary, and

daring to put a lot of the numbers in perspective. The documentary clearly shows

that covid-19 is nowhere near as deadly as the 1918 Spanish �u, and is in fact very

much in line with the �u pandemics of 1957 and 1968. And they note that more

people died of smoking last year than of covid. But we haven’t made smoking illegal.

And they also note that anti-democratic governments in many countries have taken

advantage of the pandemic to move forward their positions, get rid of opposition,

and limit human rights.

Lockdowns are inherently racist and elitist, with unclear bene�ts but proven harms.

We all need to stand up and tell our governments that we don’t support what they
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are doing, and we will not vote for any politician or party promoting continued

lockdowns and restrictions as a solution to covid-19, unless they can clearly show

that that bene�t to society as a whole is greater than the harm.

Success! An email was just sent to con�rm your subscription. Please �nd the email

now and click 'Con�rm Follow' to start subscribing.

If you �nd value in the content I produce, then please support my work by becoming

a patron. As a bonus, patrons get access to a private discussion forum and the ability

to have private conversations with me through Patreon. You can sign up to be a

patron by clicking on the button below.
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Pascal Maus

1 March, 2021 at 11:36

I loved “Factfulness”, a story of hope and yes I too wished Rosling were here to tell

us not to be so afraid of the normal facts of life and death. Unfortunately the way this

‘pandemic’ is treated proves once again how important his work was. It’s a must

read for all politicians right now. I could calm down all over-reactions.

Dan

1 March, 2021 at 11:43

Excellent article. I agree 100%. I will not vote for any political party that uses

lockdowns as a tool.

Amanda H

1 March, 2021 at 11:54

“Lockdowns are inherently racist and elitist, with unclear bene�ts but proven

harms.” 

This is the sort of thing people should understand nowadays. How come the left vs.

right media (and politicians) have got this so wrong?

Emma

1 March, 2021 at 11:54

Fantastic, let’s hope that more and more people get this message!!

Håkan

1 March, 2021 at 12:00
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Did Ekström and Swartling Petersson estimate total years of life lost?

Pamela Matlack-Klein

1 March, 2021 at 12:02

Bravo, Dr. Rushworth! Here in Portugal our President has declared that we are still in

an emergency and is extending the current lockdown inde�nitely. Our beaches are

closed, all restaurants except for takeaway, most shops, cafes. Normally there are

weekly fairs all over the country where one can buy produce, meat, baked goods,

clothing, household goods, etc, etc. These have been closed too. The people are

unhappy but are not protesting nearly enough to show this autocratic man who

claims to be following the advice of experts that Portuguese people are not stupid!

ShirleyKate

1 March, 2021 at 12:08

‘… they haven’t made smoking illegal.’ It’s pointless to compare smoking, road

accident deaths etc with Covid. Smoking and tra�c accidents are not infectious and

are avoidable by individuals. Viral infections are virtually uncontrollable.

Philip Harmandjiev

1 March, 2021 at 12:34

Dear Sebastian, 

While I am totally with you about the negative e�ects, and the elitist character of the

lockdowns I am surprised about Hans Rosling would have been on this side of the

fence regarding the Covid policy. Does that mean the Bill and Melinda Gates would

not have in�uenced him?
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