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Executive summary

UK deaths in 2020

* As late as March 11th, 2020, the UK government and medical o"cers issued practical and minimally
disruptive advice to combat the spread of the novel coronavirus.
* On March 16th, the now infamous Neil Ferguson/Imperial College paper was published predicting
over 500,000 deaths in the UK and 2.2 million in the US if suppression measures were not introduced.
* Stricter measures were announced on the day that paper was published, and the #rst UK lockdown
was announced a week later, on March 23rd. US states variously followed suit.
* The committee that has been advising the government throughout this period is called the Scienti#c
Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE). Ferguson was a member of this committee until he resigned in
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* This week’s note examines the key in!uencers on SAGE and their con!icts of interest:
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have less/no need for a vaccine. If people are locked in their homes, they have less chance of acquiring
natural immunity.
– Twelve out of 20 key in!uencers work for/have received funding from organisations involved in the
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Covid-19 vaccine.
– There are four times more modellers/statisticians and experts in behaviour manipulation on the
committee than there are virologists. There are no immunologists.
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* It doesn’t matter if a drug is good or bad. It matters that those who have a #nancial interest in that
drug are con!icted if they give advice that protects the #nancial interest in that drug.
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Imagine that a new disease emerged. It presented less risk of death than a lightning strike for schoolage children (Ref i), but it was particularly nasty for the elderly and those with pre-existing conditions. A
committee decided that draconian measures – the likes of which had never been experienced or
studied – should be imposed on the entire population until a drug to ease the disease outcome arrived.
If you then discovered that the majority of the committee members had #nancial interests in the drug
being developed, how would you feel?
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Background
The con!icts that I am going to go through in this note are primarily related to vaccines, but this is a
note about con!icts and not vaccines. The background to the issues is as follows…
On March 11th, 2020, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson, and the Deputy Chief Medical O"cer, Dr Jenny
Harries, held at brie#ng at Downing Street. A #ve minute video summarised the evidence and advice to
the British people (Ref ii). The advice was stay home if you’re sick, wash your hands, protect the
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vulnerable, most people will have a mild illness, wearing face masks is “usually quite a bad idea“, and
“big gatherings don’t have a big e$ect so we don’t want to disrupt people’s lives.” Dr Harries summed
up the UK position by saying, “so, as a professional, I am absolutely delighted that we are following the

science and the evidence.” The science has not changed, but the advice has.
On March 16th, Neil Ferguson/Imperial College published a non-peer-reviewed paper which said that
unless a suppression strategy were adopted “we would predict approximately 510,000 deaths in GB

and 2.2 million in the US not accounting for the potential negative e$ects of health systems being
overwhelmed on mortality” (Ref iii). Prime Minister Johnson announced stricter measures that day and
then, a week later, on March 23rd, he announced that the UK would be put into lockdown for three
weeks “to avoid the NHS being overwhelmed.”
Professor Johan Giesecke is an infectious disease specialist and advisor to the Swedish government. He
was the World Health Organization (WHO) leader of the revision of the International Health Regulations
and he was the #rst Chief Scientist of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) a
post he held between 2005-2014 (Ref iv). Just before #ve minutes into this interview (Ref v), Professor
Giesecke explained the Sweden coronavirus strategy: “Herd immunity isn’t the strategy; it’s a by-

product of the strategy. The strategy is to protect the old and the frail.” Giesecke summarised the
policies introduced in Sweden as: there’s no lockdown. People are free to go out. There’s no police to
stop you in the street. People are asked to stay inside but there’s no reinforcement. We have a rule that
a crowd cannot be bigger than 50 people. The upper schools are closed. Schools up to the age of 15-16
are open. Nursing homes are closed to visitors. Sweden didn’t do nothing; therefore, but Sweden did
treat their grown-ups like grown-ups. Giesecke then described the Sweden strategy as “It’s very similar

to the one the UK had before there was a famous paper by the Imperial College by the modellers, that
came out and the day after you made a U-Turn in England.”
Giesecke said of the Ferguson/Imperial paper: “I don’t think any other scienti#c endeavour has made

such an impression on the world as that rather [pause] debatable paper.” “It was very much so overly
pessimistic.”
In this context, there are two fundamental issues with the committee making decisions about
lockdowns having vaccine con!icts:
1) Organisations invested in vaccines make money from vaccines. If people acquire natural immunity,
they have reduced or no need for a vaccine and thus the potential gain for the vaccine company is
reduced.
2) Locking people in their homes and other lockdown measures will reduce the number of people who
acquire natural immunity.
It’s that simple.
As Giesecke explained, the Ferguson/Imperial paper had global impact, since its dire warnings were
heeded around the world. Ferguson’s history of abysmally inaccurate models must be noted upfront.
As just one example, in 2005, Ferguson predicted that up to 150 million people could be killed from
bird !u. In fact, 282 people died worldwide from the disease between 2003 and 2009 (Ref vi). When
challenged about his March 2020 Covid-19 model, Ferguson admitted that it was based on
undocumented, 13-year-old, computer code that was intended to be used for a in!uenza pandemic,
rather than a coronavirus. Ferguson refused to release his original code so that other scientists could
check his results. When software engineers #nally got hold of some of the code, they tore it apart in
hours (Ref vii).
In this context, let’s examine the key in!uencers who managed to get the UK into lockdown 1 and who
have just succeeded in returning the UK to lockdown 2.
Method
The minutes from the SAGE committee meetings are available thanks to the e$orts of businessman
Simon Dolan. He has fought in the courts to ensure that the minutes are openly available, as part of his
ongoing legal action that the measures imposed on the UK have been illegal and disproportionate (Ref
viii). The minutes were #nally published on Friday 29th May (Ref ix).
I have gone through the minutes to get the list of attendees and then assessed the key in!uencers on
the committee. This was done by attendance and importance. I examined the #rst 30 minutes, from
meeting 1 on January 22nd, 2020 to meeting 30 on April 30th, 2020 (Ref x). This covered the important
period from early discussions about the virus situation in China… to the Downing Street Brie#ngs on
16th March and then the UK lockdown announcement on 23rd March… to the point where Johnson
declared, in a brie#ng on 30th April, “we are past the peak of this disease” (Ref xi).
There were 25 people who attended 5 meetings or fewer – 10 attending just 1 meeting during that 3month period – whose in!uence would have been minimal. The key in!uencers were the 20 people
who attended at least half (15 or more) of the 30 meetings I examined. I checked to see if these were
still the key attendees in the more recent minutes (meeting 55, 3rd September and meeting 61, 8th
October as examples) and they essentially were. The notable exception was that Ferguson resigned
from the SAGE committee when it became known (on 5th May) that he had broken lockdown rules (Ref
xii). He had attended every one of the #rst 30 meetings. The only other person with that 100%
attendance record was Sir Patrick Vallance. Ferguson’s in!uence has not gone, however. He is a
member of NERVTAG (The New and Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group), as are many
members of SAGE (which means that the main committee is largely using a subset of that committee to
advise itself). Additionally, Ferguson is still given airtime by the media to continue to issue his
apocalyptic predictions.
The details of the con!icts of these key in!uencers are below.
The 20 key in!uencers
In what follows: GCSA = Government Chief Scienti#c Advisor, CSA = Chief Scienti#c Advisor, CMO = Chief
Medical O"cer and LSHTM = London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Please note that the
references for the table are reported separately at the end of this note.

Examination of the 20 key in!uencers on SAGE reveals the following:
1) 11 out of 20 work for the government (some hold government roles in addition to other roles).
2) 12 out of 20 work for/have received funding from organisations involved in the Covid-19 vaccine.
Those 12 don’t include Vallance with personal pharmaceutical con!icts or Whitty with historical funding
from the Gates foundation. Three work for Imperial College and two work for Oxford University – the
two forerunners in the Covid-19 vaccine race in the UK – each receiving millions of pounds from
government(s) (Ref xiii). Three more work for the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine with
its own vaccine centre (working on Covid-19 among other vaccines). One works for UCL, which is
working with Imperial on its vaccine. Two work for Wellcome/the Wellcome Sanger Institute and one
has received funding from the latter. Two members have double con!icts – Peter Horby with Oxford
University and Wellcome and Wendy Barclay with Imperial College and Wellcome.
3) Taking the major role only (to keep this totalling 20), 5 are Chief Scienti#c Advisors in government (2
of these are modellers/statisticians); 4 more are modellers/statisticians, 2 are experts in how to
manipulate human behaviour, 3 are medical o"cers/directors, 3 hold senior roles in the 2 universities
leading the vaccine race, and 3 work for/have been funded by Wellcome (as above, 2 of the university
members also have con!icts with Wellcome.)
4) There are no immunologists among the key in!uencers on the SAGE committee. There are two
virologists. Wendy Barclay has particular expertise in !u and works for Imperial College and her
laboratory is funded by Wellcome. The other, Maria Zambon, also works for Imperial and has “speci#c

interest in RNA viruses, antivirals and vaccines.” Zambon and Ferguson were named in a 2010 article
exposing the fact that: “A third of the experts advising the World Health Organisation about the swine

!u pandemic had ties to drugs #rms, it has emerged.”
Zambon and Ferguson are not the only SAGE members to have history of working together. As another
example, Whitty, Ferguson, Farrar, and Edmunds collaborated on an Ebola paper entitled “Infectious

disease: Tough choices to reduce Ebola transmission” (Ref xiv). The two behaviour experts among the
key in!uencers have also collaborated on this controversial paper (Ref xv). The following extract from
the paper has been widely cited as evidence to show how fear has been used to coerce UK citizens: “A

substantial number of people still do not feel su"ciently personally threatened… The perceived level of
personal threat needs to be increased among those who are complacent, using hard‐hitting emotional
messaging based on accurate information about risk.” The paper has sections on coercion, compulsion
and how to harness “social disapproval” to coerce people into doing what government wants them to
do.
Given that the media was interested 10 years ago when one third of the experts advising the WHO on
swine !u had drug con!icts, the media should surely be interested now that 12-14 out of 20 have such
con!icts (Ref xvi). It doesn’t matter if a drug is good or bad. It matters that those who have a #nancial
interest in that drug are con!icted if they give advice that protects the #nancial interest in that drug.
The advice emanating from SAGE is currently under scrutiny as never before. The Centre for Evidence
Based Medicine, which has been an exemplar of rigour during the Covid-19 period, has highlighted the
inaccuracies in the recent forecasts that have resulted in Lockdown 2 (Ref xvii). Slides broadcast on
national TV on 31st October were revised downwards by the time the slides were published on line.
The two main drivers of SAGE – Vallance and Whitty – were summoned to appear before the Science
and Technology Committee on 3rd November where Vallance expressed regret for frightening people.
But SAGE knows that people need to be frightened into compliance for their strategy to work, as the
SAGE behaviour advisors documented in their academic paper. I wonder if that fear might turn to
anger if people realise that the committee may not be the independent body that it has been assumed
to be.
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Great work and about time someone detailed the obvious improper dealing of this Corrupt
government, I am sure this is the tip of the iceberg!!
Thanks for your hard work!
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Thanks Lee!
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